
 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES  
KALAMAZOO COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION  

January 31, 2023 
 

Kalamazoo County Election Commission met at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, January 31, 2023, in Room 
207A of the Kalamazoo County Administration Building, 201 W. Kalamazoo Avenue, Kalamazoo, 
MI 49007. 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the Kalamazoo County Election Commission was called to order by Judge Bell at 
1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 31, 2023. He stated the purpose of the meeting was for a recall 
clarity hearing to review the petition filed against, Susan Miller, KVCC Trustee. 
 
Judge Bell identified himself as the Chairperson of the Election Commission meeting and asked 
the other members to identify themselves for the record.  
 
Meredith Place, Kalamazoo County Clerk & Register of Deeds  
Thomas Whitener, Kalamazoo County Treasurer  
 
Judge Bell explained the purpose of the meeting was to determine whether the reason for the 
recall stated in the petition is factual and of sufficient clarity. He said the commission does not 
determine the truth of any allegations. Allegations of fact may be true or false, and the test 
employed by the commission will be to find out whether the allegations states facts and are 
clear, so that the responding official may defend.  
 
Judge Bell further stated if any reason for the recall is not factual or of sufficient clarity, the 
entire recall petition will be rejected.  
 
He continued saying if the commission approves the recall language, a copy of the approved 
language will be forwarded to the filing official who will later receive the signed recall petition 
sheets.  
 
Judge Bell offered those who were present the option of speaking to the clarity and factual 
nature of the petition.  
 
Clerk Place read aloud a letter received by the petitioner Mr. Faust.  
 
Judge Bell stated the letter received along with any corresponding material provided by Mr. 
Faust to the Clerk’s Office will not be considered and included in the record as the commission 
is not a judicatory body.  
 
Seeing no others wishing to speak, Judge Bell requested a vote on the matter. 
 
Treasurer Whitener voted Yes; the language is sufficiently clear.  



 

 
Clerk Place voted Yes; the language is sufficiently clear.  
 
Judge Bell voted Yes; the language is sufficiently clear.  
 
Recall petition was determined clear and factual.   
 
Judge Bell requested if there was any other business before the body, Clerk Place requested 
approval of September 8, 2022, Election Commission Meeting Minutes.  

 
Moved by PLACE seconded by WHITENER that minutes of the September 8, 2022, Election 
Commission Meeting Minutes be adopted. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The minutes were APPROVED. 
 
Adjournment  
Judge Bell entertained a motion for adjournment, moved by WHITENER seconded by PLACE to 
adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 

 
Meredith Place, Clerk of the Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 


